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actual substance, but that in the form of our answer, we
should pretend to be ready to meet it. . . ."96
Berchtold's colleagues agreed with him or went even
further. Tisza, who had now completely changed his atti-
tude, made no opposition. To Sturgkh, "the very thought
of a mediatory conference was so odious that he preferred
to avoid even the pretense of accepting one." Bilinski was
equally hostile to a conference, because "the course of the
London Conference was so horrible to recall to memory, that
all public opinion would reject the repetition of such a
spectacle."97
There is therefore no substantial truth in the widely ac-
cepted Entente version that Austria was at last ready to
yield, when Germany intervened with her ultimatum and
declaration of war, and so precipitated the general European
War. Germany did intervene because of the Russian gen-
eral mobilization. But Austria had no genuine intention
of yielding to Grey's idea, or of abandoning the campaign
against Serbia and being content with the occupation of
Belgrade or even neighboring territory. One reason that
Austria refused to be satisfied with the occupation of Bel-
grade was military necessity. Her plan of campaign did not
make possible an immediate occupation of Belgrade, but
provided that her main attack on Serbia should come from
Bosnia from the southwest, and not directly upon Belgrade
from the north across the Danube.98
"threatening danger of war" in germany, july 31
Bethmann had restrained Moltke from taking any
irremediable military steps until a decision should be made
at noon on July 31 at a meeting between themselves and the
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